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Calving Ease

Emily Lochner

9/1/23

Calving ease is influenced by several factors: age, heifer development,

genetics (sire and dam), nutrition during the 3rd trimester, calf presentation at

delivery, temperature and time of year, and other factors. Heifers should be

developed to reach at least 85% of their mature weight before calving.

During the 3rd trimester heifers should be fed to gain about 0.8 to 1.2 pounds

per day in most cases. Underfeeding heifers can lead to more calving

problems, delayed rebreeding, and 
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TEXAS BEEF QUALITY
ASSURANCE 

BQA TIPS

weaker calves. Calves born during the

fall will be a few pounds lighter than

those born in the winter or spring.

For more information please visit:

https://texasbeefquality.com/
Crossbred Beefmaster and Red Angus cattle at Gattis Cattle

Company in Williamson County, Texas. (Mark Matson 4/20/22)



2023 Summer Drought 
Although much of the state had a decent late winter
and early spring rainfall, the 2023 crop production has
been “a mixed bag depending on location,” Welch
said. The South Texas and Coastal Bend region
experienced more rainfall during the early months of
2023, which allowed farmers to gain a head start in
crop production.

Central Texas producers did not get the same rainfall
as the southern region, which resulted in extreme heat
this summer, stunting the growth of crops through
sensitive stages.

Texas summer drought affecting corn, sorghum crops
Texas Crop and Weather Report – August 29, 2023

By: Randi Williams

Heat and drought have taken a toll on Texas crop production. Limited production of corn
and sorghum and the unknown future have caused prices for those crops to spike,
according to a Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service expert. 

Mark Welch, Ph.D., AgriLife Extension economist-grain marketing in the Texas A&M
Department of Agricultural Economics, Bryan-College Station, said 2023 crop production
for Texas summer-grown crops such as corn and sorghum is better than compared to
2022. However, dry conditions will still take a small toll on producers in certain areas for
this year’s harvest.

Panhandle producers, especially corn producers, started irrigating crops during the early
summer months. The extreme heat and high winds have made it difficult and expensive
for irrigation systems to keep up. Though much is unknown until the completion of
harvest in late September and early October, producers are preparing to experience
extreme yield loss.

Change in prices
“This summer has been one of volatile and high variable prices,” Welch said.
The basis price, which is the difference between the local cash price and the future
market price, for the feed grain markets has held firm throughout the summer, Welch
said. And the drought affecting the nation’s Corn Belt has allowed Texas producers who
were able to plant their crop in the early planting months, which resulted in good yields,
to see a significant increase in prices. 
Texas and other southern states have also experienced a spike in forage prices, such as
hay and silage, due to the demand for forage from livestock owners and producers.
Welch said it will be late September or October before it is known what impact the
continued heat and drought is having on 2023 production.
Also causing prices to spike is the the war between Russia and Ukraine.
“We have come back down from last year’s pre-war prices, but there is still a big
concern of grain prices and exports,” Welch said. 
“Since the outbreak of the war, exports have continued with rising prices. The grain trade
initiative has allowed some cargo vessels from Ukraine to export produce, but during the
last few weeks, Russia has ended the grain trade initiative, and prices have spiked again.
The bottom number will depend on what happens from now until the end of harvest,”
Welch said. 
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AgriLife Extension district reporters compiled the following
summaries:

SOUTHWEST
Extreme heat conditions persisted for the week. Some areas reported spotty showers
of rainfall, which was a relief from the record-breaking temperatures. Remnants of
Tropical Storm Harold scattered between 1.25-2.5 inches throughout Kinney County.
Cooler and more seasonal temperatures were experienced for a couple of days.
Pastures were responding well to the recent rainfall. Sutton County reported spotty
showers and less than half of an inch received. Production of most range plants
stopped due to drought conditions, and rainfed ponds were mostly dried out. The
expected pecan yield was low overall due to insufficient water supplementing irrigation.
Caldwell County received no rain this week. Caldwell County and 24 other counties in
Texas were declared to be under a state of emergency for severe drought. Cattle
markets remained strong. Livestock were in fair condition. Supplemental feeding was
necessary for most livestock producers.

SOUTH
The cotton crop was about 80% harvested in the district, with others still defoliating in
hopes of harvesting in the next few weeks. The stalk destruction deadline was
approaching quickly, with no extension being planned. Pastures continued to suffer due
to the hot and dry conditions. Irrigation districts were reaching a critical point regarding
water availability, with almost certain water restrictions to come soon. Forages in
rangelands and pastures were beginning to improve. Rapid green-up was already noted,
and most were hopeful there was still enough time this season to produce some grass.
Beef cattle markets continued to run average volumes and reported solid prices for all
classes of beef cattle. All corn and grain sorghum were harvested with very little cotton
left in the field, and sunflower and sesame harvest had yet to start. Livestock managers
hoped for enough green-up from rains to limit haying and reduce supplemental feeding.
Farmers began preparing fields for the next planting season. Stock tanks were slightly
replenished. Cotton harvest continued, and it looked to be 75% harvested. Sesame
harvest also continued. Citrus, sugarcane and hay meadows continued to be irrigated.
Wildlife were abundant and found near water sources. 
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