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Light rain was about all most of us got on Mother’s Day but chances still linger in our area for most
of the week so we shall see. While most of the area remains nice and green we are really needing a
good soaker to get us ready for the hotter and drier days ahead. I know I have enjoyed the cool
mornings and definitely saving on the cost of air conditioning but I know that will change pretty
quick. Greetings to all of you and thank you for reading this week.

Steer Validation To Take Place Next Month
The 2016 county and state steer and heifer validation will take place next month on Saturday, June
25, 2016 beginning at 9:00 a.m. at the Chaparrosa Ranch just south of La Pryor. Those of you who
will be showing steers and heifers at the county show and at a major show (San Antonio, Houston,
etc) in Texas must have these animals validated on this date. Exhibitors showing at the county level
only will have these animals tagged with a county steer tag. On the other hand all major livestock
shows require all 4-H and FFA steers to be validated in the Texas 4-H/FFA Steer Validation Program
and identified appropriately with an official Texas steer tag, nose print, hair sample, and ear tattoo.
It should be noted that validation is a proof of ownership as required by major livestock shows in
Texas. It does NOT automatically enter exhibitors in a major livestock show or county show. All
lamb and goat exhibitors that ordered a state fair of Texas tag must also bring their lambs and goats
to the steer validation so that these animals are validated on this date as well. This is for state for of
Texas entries only. Lamb and goat exhibitors showing these projects in another major show in Texas
must re-validate these animals in the fall to be eligible to show. For more information regarding this
validation process please contact the Zavala County Office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Service at 830-374-2883. 

Summer Camps-A Good Way To Enjoy Summer
All area schools will be ending their school year in about 3 weeks and then the summer break will
start. If you have not made plans for your youngsters for the summer Texas 4-H and the Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension Service has several opportunities for you to consider. Here are just a few.

District 12 4-H Leadership Lab: District 12 4-H Leadership Lab is an overnight camping experience
for youth ages 12-19.  The focus of the event is to provide 4-H members the opportunity to learn
valuable leadership and life skills by participating in a variety of educational activities, team-building
exercises, and learning sessions.  The event is rotated to a variety of locations around South Texas
with most occurring on university campuses. This year leadership lab will be held on the campus of
Texas A&M University-Kingsville on the week of June 20-25, 2016. Registration for this event can
be made on 4-H connect. 

Beginner Shooting Sports Camp:  This is a new camp meant especially for 4-H members interested
in the shooting sports program. This camp is designed to safely introduce kids to the shooting sports
project. Participants will also get the chance to do their favorite camp activities such as dances,
challenge course and team building challenges. There are to sessions of this camp. One will be held


