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Greetings to all of you and thank you so much for reading this week. What a beautiful set
of days we had over the weekend and into the first part of this week. Of course this nice
weather would not be complete without a little complaint. That being that the really cool
mornings required a light jacket and then after lunch you had to find a place for that light
jacket since temperatures would get comfortable enough to shed the jacket and enjoy the
rest of the day. Would it not be wonderful and nice if we could have days like Saturday,
Sunday and Monday......ALL YEAR LONG? Wishful thinking but anyway enjoy them while
you can. 

Range Camp Opportunities for Area Youth
The Texas Section Society for Range Management 62nd Youth Range Workshop will be June
26 – July 1, 2016 at the Texas Tech University Campus in Junction, Texas. This is a very
exciting opportunity for our Texas youth (14-18 years old, completed 8th grade, but have
not graduated high school At the workshop, participants will gain knowledge and skills in
ecology, range inventory, range management, and evaluation of resources. More
importantly, we teach public speaking, advocacy, and leadership skills so that each student
is equipped with the knowledge to effectively educate others on the importance of
rangeland management. For more information about this exciting opportunity contact the
Zavala County office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service at 830-374-2883
Applications can also be obtained at the Zavala County Office of the Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension service or the applications can also be found online at
http://www.texasglc.org/media/1070/youth-range-workshop-app.pdf

Two New Cases of CWD Found In Our Area
Two new cases of chronic wasting disease (CWD) in Texas captive deer, including the first
confirmed from a live test tonsillar biopsy sample, have been validated. The Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department (TPWD) and Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) are
conducting an epidemiological investigation into these new cases.

One case involves a 3 1/2-year-old captive raised white-tailed doe that was born and raised
on-site and died on-site of natural causes at a deer breeding facility in Medina County
where the disease had not previously been found. Test samples were submitted in
compliance with TAHC herd plan requirements. 
The live test finding is from a 2 ½-year-old captive white-tailed buck in the Uvalde-Medina
County deer breeding facility that was the source of a CWD positive white-tailed buck
harvested by a hunter from a release site on the same ranch. 

Tissue samples revealed the presence of CWD prions during testing at the Texas A&M
Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory (TVMDL) in College Station. The samples were
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submitted to the National Veterinary Services Laboratory in Ames, Iowa, which validated
the suspect findings Friday evening. With these new confirmations, 10 white-tailed deer
in or originating from deer breeding facilities have been confirmed positive for CWD in the
state since the original detection in June 2015.

The disease was first recognized in 1967 in captive mule deer in Colorado. CWD has also
been documented in captive and/or free-ranging deer in 24 states and 2 Canadian
provinces. In Texas, the disease was first discovered in 2012 in free-ranging mule deer
along a remote area of the Hueco Mountains near the Texas-New Mexico border, and last
summer was detected in two, separate captive white-tailed deer breeding facilities in
Medina and Lavaca counties.

CWD among cervids is a progressive, fatal disease that commonly results in altered
behavior as a result of microscopic changes made to the brain of affected animals. An
animal may carry the disease for years without outward indication, but in the latter stages,
signs may include listlessness, lowering of the head, weight loss, repetitive walking in set
patterns and a lack of responsiveness. To date there is no evidence that CWD poses a risk
to humans or non-cervids. However, as a precaution, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and the World Health Organization recommend not to consume meat from infected
animals.

More information on CWD can be found on TPWD's website,                                         
 http://www.tpwd.texas.gov/CWD or at the Chronic Wasting Disease Alliance
website, http://www.cwd-info.org.

Tip of the Week: What Can Be Done To Remove Plants From Endangered Species
List
A lot of time we here about endangered species like elephants, tigers and in Texas the
Mexican Long-nosed Bat, the San Marcos Salamander, Texas Kangaroo Rat to name a few
but seldom do we hear about endangered plant species. On January 11, 2016, the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) announced removal of Johnston’s frankenia from the
Federal List of Endangered and Threatened Plants. The plant was originally listed as
endangered on August 7, 1984, when there were thought to be less than 1,000 plants
remaining. 

Johnston’s frankenia is a perennial shrub native to the southern parts of Texas, including
Webb, Zapata, and Starr counties, and parts of northeastern Mexico and scattered spots
in far southwest Zavala county. The species occurs within an estimated 2,031 square mile
range in Texas. It grows in a clumped, patchy fashion in very salty soils. Johnston’s
frankenia is found primarily on privately-owned land, making it difficult to complete
thorough surveys across the range of the species. As a result of this, many areas within
the species’ range in Texas and Mexico were not surveyed prior to the listing of the plant.
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In order to collect the necessary data to re-evaluate the status of Johnston’s frankenia,
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) botanist Gena Janssen undertook an effort
to engage private landowners. Janssen attended county and community events and
organized landowner meetings in Webb, Zapata, and Starr counties to present information
and discuss this endangered species. This grassroots outreach effort was a huge success
and brought the local Soil and Water Conservation Districts and NRCS on board to help.

Landowner involvement was necessary for TPWD to complete surveys to determine the
abundance and distribution of the Johnston’s frankenia. These surveys revealed extensive
populations and numbers of individual plants that were undiscovered in the original study.
Landowner cooperation was also essential for Janssen and Dr. Paula Williamson, Texas
State University, to carry out biological and ecological studies that showed Johnston’s
frankenia’s capacity to survive and increase in plant numbers. Johnston’s frankenia coexists
with other native plant species in extreme saline soils, giving it somewhat of a competitive
advantage, and Janssen’s study also revealed frankenia’s ability to regrow after some forms
of soil disturbance.

Additionally, a number of landowners signed voluntary conservation agreements with
TPWD to offer some additional protection to the previously endangered species.
“Landowners understand the value of Johnston’s frankenia. It has wildlife sustainability and
erosion prevention value for fragile soils. Landowners are working to conserve the plant
in natural settings. Cooperation from landowners, USFWS, and TPWD were instrumental
in removing Johnston’s frankenia from the Endangered Species List.

By working together, local landowners, the community, TPWD, and the Service were able
to complete extensive surveys and biological/ecological research to fully understand the
distribution and abundance of the species as well as its natural resilience. As a result of
these valiant efforts, over the past 30 years there have been 64 Johnston’s frankenia
populations verified in South Texas. Voluntary efforts and cooperation from landowners
helped State and Federal agencies truly understand the status of the species such that it
merited removal from Endangered Species Act protections.

This endeavor demonstrates the great benefits that can come from landowner conservation
efforts and collaborative work with State and Federal agencies. This cooperative effort
resulted in Johnston’s frankenia being removed from the Endangered Species List. If we
can do this with plants we can also do it with animals. Have a great week. M.V. 
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